
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

   “The Communion of Saints” 

And what happens next?  
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Community parish mission: 

We are a Catholic community forming 

disciples of Jesus Christ dedicated to 

loving God through our worship, 

sharing the Good News, and loving 

service to others. 

 

 

Donna Mae…pray for us. 

All you everyday saints,                
pray for us. 

The Feast of All Saints is rapidly approaching. 

In the Apostles Creed, we profess our belief in 

the Communion of Saints. This includes all 

who have gone before us, including the 

canonized saints who are recognized by the 

church as having lived exemplary lives, as well 

as the everyday saints who lived their lives 

and shared their faith the best they could. It’s 

common practice to pray for the intercession 

of the saints, as Catholics pray to Mary and to 

other saints in a litany or a private devotion. 

We can also ask our family members, friends 

and parishioners who are now with God to 

intercede for us. 

From the Catechism of the Catholic Church: 

We believe in the communion of all the faithful of 
Christ, those who are pilgrims on earth, the dead 
who are being purified, and the blessed in 
heaven… Being more closely united to Christ, those 
who dwell in heaven fix the whole Church more 
firmly in holiness.   They do not cease to intercede 
with the Father for us, as they proffer the merits 
which they acquired on earth through the one 
mediator between God and men, Christ Jesus…  
(962, 956) 

Think about deceased family members, 

friends and parishioners.  They can comprise 

your own litany of saints, as you ask for their 

prayers for your intentions, for your family, 

our Church and nation and all of creation. 

 

Donna Mae Kadrlik (1962-2014) 

“Gratitude Changes Everything” 

(even a cup of coffee) 

I recently attended a weekend women’s 

retreat at the Franciscan Retreat Center in 

Prior Lake. The Saturday morning breakfast 

meal is always taken in silence. As I sat in 

the dining room with my cup of coffee, the 

quiet allowed me to reflect on all the hands - 

the people - who worked together to gift me 

with the coffee I was enjoying. 

What came to mind: the hands that picked, 

sorted, roasted, ground, packaged, loaded, 

carried, shelved, scanned and put the coffee 

in the pot. 

What country did the coffee beans come 

from? I don’t know. But the chain of 

connection bound me in gratitude to people 

near and far, all part of the one human 

family of God. 

 

A Prayer of Gratitude 

Open my eyes to the blessings.  

Help me to see you, Lord, in my everyday, 

every day. 

In my waking, stretching, shaking off sleep. 

In the gift of a new day of life before me. 

In the seconds, minutes, hours as they pass. 

And at the end of the day, as I reflect on the 

ways I felt your presence and your love in 

creation, in others, in my heart. 

Thank you. 

                                                 Mary Higgins 

 

  


